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REMARKS 



I. Specification 

The undersigned attorney has checked the original signed amendment^ filed 4 December 
2006, and confirms that the amendment to the specification does not contain a spelling error. 
Specifically, the word ''piece" is correctly spelled and not as ~ piece The undersigned 
attorney has also checked the IFW copy of the response on PAIR. The problem is with the poor 
quahty of the IFW copy and not with the amendment as filed. No correction should be required. 

n. Claim amcndifienta 

Claim 16 has been amended to include the embodiment of claim 20 which has been 
canceled. No new matter has been introduced by the claLin amendment. 

m* Ctaim rejections - 35 U.S.C- SI 02 

As noted on the OflSce Action Summary (PTOL-326), claims 1 6, 17, 20, 22-36 and 38 aic 
pending. Claims 20, 22-36 and 38 are allowed. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected. 

Specifically, claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by US 5,344,458 to Bonutti. 

Claim 16 has been amended to incorporate the embodiment of allowed claim 20. 
Therefore, amended claim 16 and claim 17, which is dependent on claim 16. are allowable for 
the same reasons that claim 20 was deemed allowable. 

Withdrawal of the §102 rejection is requested. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth herein, the application is ia condition for allowance, which 
action is earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 23-1703 in the 
event that any fee is required in connection with this communication. 

Dated: 1 March 2007 ReH>cctfuUy submitted, 

John M. Genova 
Reg. No. 32,224 

Customer No. 007470 

Attorney Direct Dial: (21 2) 8 1 9-8832 
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